
RESOURCES

 Helen Fox is the peer

mentor for this course. She

can be contacted at

hrfox@wustl.edu. Feel free

to contact Helen for study

tips, help with assignments,

and brainstorming.

Additional services can be

obtained through the

Writing Center and

Cornerstone.

INTRODUCTION TO WESTERN

ART, ARCHITECTURE, AND

DESIGN 

Discussion Section

INSTRUCTOR

INFORMATION

CALENDAR

Section 1:        September 7 

Section 2:        September 21 

Section 3:        October 5 

Section 4:        TBD

Section 5:        November 16  

Section 6:        November 30

 

More information can be

found on page 2 of this

syllabus 

Please visit the course

website for information

regarding assignments

OBJECTIVES

INSTRUCTOR 'S  ASSISTANT :  LACY  MURPHY  (SHE ,  HER ,

HER 'S) - LACY .MURPHY@WUSTL .EDU  

Hello! I am pleased to
welcome you to my

discussion section. This is the
second time I will be  a section
leader for this course and I am

looking forward to learning
more about you. This syllabus

can also be found at my
professional website at

www.lacymurphy.com. If you
have questions or need help
studying, please email me.

Supplement lecture
Enhance student
understanding of course
materials 
Develop and refine visual
acuity
Provide a space for students
to ask questions about
assignments, papers, and
tests

In this syllabus:
Objectives
Detailed
Calendar
Grading Rubric
Disclosure
Statements

 

http://www.writingcenter.wustl.edu/
http://www.lacymurphy.com/


DETAILED

CALENDAR

Section 1: Visual Analysis
 

This section will introduce students to the basic practice of art history: visual analysis. Students
will learn about visual elements such as color, line, scale, texture, medium, and composition.

 
 

Section 2: Who Owns the Past?
 

Students will be introduced to the concept of patrimony and discuss whether certain objects are
inalienable to corresponding cultural groups.

 
 

Section 5: Critiquing the Canon, Part I 
 

In the first part of the theme "Critiquing the Canon," students will define the term "canon" and
discuss its utility while critiquing its shortcomings.

 
 

Section 4: Visit to the Saint Louis Art Museum
 

Students will accompany the section leader to the museum where students will have the
opportunity to view items in-person and use skills obtained throughout the semester.

 
 

Section 3: Midterm Review
 

The section leader will introduce and guide students through mock questions in preparation for
the midterm exam.

 
 

Section 6: Critiquing the Canon, Part II
 

During the second part of "Critiquing the Canon," students will specifically consider marginalized
identity groups such as women and minorities in the formation of the canon.

DETAILED

CALENDAR



YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES

Students must regularly fulfill the following
responsibilities to earn full participation points:
 

Be in class and in your seat no later than seven
minutes passed the official start time of class (i.e. -
discussion sections follow the same rules as the rest
of WashU).
You must complete the assigned readings,
discussion questions (if there are any), and make
verbal contributions to class conversation.
It is the student's responsibility to ask for assistance
if course expectations are unclear.
Students are expected to schedule their own office
hours with me face-to-face or over email. 
Students with Cornerstone Visas must email a copy
of their accommodation letter to their section
leader

Final
Exam
40%

Midterm
Exam
25%

Paper
Assignment

20%

Participation
(section)

15%

Grading

40% Final Exam
25% Midterm Exam
20% Paper Assignment
15% Participation



Attendance Technology

Discrimination and

Harassment
Academic Integrity

Washington University is committed to
having a positive learning and working

environment for its students, faculty and
staff. This Policy prohibits

discrimination and harassment on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, veteran status,

disability or genetic information. Such
conduct may also violate federal, state or

local law.

In all academic work, the ideas and
contributions of others must be

appropriately acknowledged and work
that is presented as original must be, in

fact, original. Faculty, students and
administrative staff all share the

responsibility of ensuring the honesty
and fairness of the intellectual

environment at Washington University
in St. Louis.

Excused absences require outside
verification (e.g. a note from a doctor,

coach, professor). If you cannot make it
to a section meeting, please contact me

in advance to make arrangements. Credit
for attendance will not necessarily be
granted to students who show up to

another section unannounced. 

Discussions require active engagement.
Since fewer notes will be taken in

discussion section, the use of laptops and
other electronic devices (cell phones,

iPads, tablets, etc.) will not be permitted
unless a Cornerstone Visa is presented.

 
Students may use technology to access

assigned readings. If the student is found
to be using technology for reasons other
than accessing coursework, that privilege

will immediately be revoked.
 
 


