THE NEW AMERICANS
Industrialization, Economy, and Identity in
American Art, 1965-1941

INSTRUCTOR: LACY MURPHY
lacy.murphy@wustl.edu (pronouns: she, her, her's)

INSTRUCTOR

COURSE DESCRIPTION

INFORMATION

This course examines the arts in the
United States from 1865 to 1941, a
temporal range encompassing the
Reconstruction Era leading up to
America’s entry into World War II. In
this course, students will explore the
complex relationship between art, visual
culture, and historical, economic, and
social transformations including but not
limited to:

Hello! I am pleased to welcome you
to my discussion section. This is the
second time I will be a section leader
for this course and I am looking
forward to learning more about you.
This syllabus can also be found at my
professional website at
www.lacymurphy.com. If you have
questions or need help studying,
please email me.

APPROACH
This course will use an interdisciplinary
approach to investigate the following
question through a historicallyinformed lens: “How did modern art,
visual culture, and other expressive
media narrate, mediate, and shape
perceptions of history and vice-versa?”
In addition to the methods of art
history, this course also incorporates
literary, sociological, psychological,
legislative, and philosophical
perspectives while surveying works in
multiple genres including popular
culture, photography, and film in
addition to painting, sculpture, and
architecture.

industrialization
urbanization
shifting attitudes about gender,
sexuality, race, and ethnicity
immigration
democratic selfhood
technological change and the rise of
popular and mass media.

OBJECTIVES
Through critical engagement with
multiple artistic movements and modes
of expression, students will:
be offered numerous ways of thinking
about visual expression, identity,
society, and culture,
consider a range of themes: the
psychological experience of
modernity, the individualism
prioritized by democracy, the anomie
of the modern metropolis, the politics
of the body, the new economic
organization of the city
consider the societal impact of new
media such as photography and film
as forms of artistic expression, means
of constructing identity, and agents of
social change.

PAPER
ASSIGNMENT

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
Students must regularly fulfill the following responsibilities to earn full
participation points:
Be in class and in your seat no later than seven minutes passed the
officially start time of class (i.e. - discussion sections follow the same
rules as the rest of WashU).
You must complete the assigned readings, discussion questions (if there
are any), and make verbal contributions to class conversation.
It is the student's responsibility to ask for assistance if course
expectations are unclear.
Students are expected to schedule their own office hours with me faceto-face or over email.
Students with Cornerstone Visas must email a copy of their
accommodation letter to their section leader

Paper Assignment
25%

Reading Responses
15%

(20% of grade)
Students are asked to write a
research paper (8-10 pages) that
engages with a theme from the
course (ex. gender, race, mass
reproduction, pop culture, etc.).
High-quality papers will use the
readings assigned for that lecture
and expand on what was discussed
in class to engage thoroughly with
the themes of the course. Students
will receive written feedback on
their paper before the end of
thanksgiving break so that they
might make any necessary changes
for their in-class presentation.

10% - Oral Presentation (8-10
minutes)
15% - Written Paper

Midterm Exam
30%

Oral
Presentation
40%
Written Paper
60%

Final
Exam
30%

MIDTERM AND FINAL EXAM LAYOUT (60% of grade)
7 Identification Questions (4 minutes per question, 5 points per question)
Must identify the title of the work, artist, medium, and date.
Comparison
The student must also write a 3-5 sentence significance statement

ID Questions
35%

40%

1 unknown (10 minutes, 25 points)
9-12 sentence essay on a work by an artist discussed in lecture, but which had not
been seen previously by the class. Strong essays will venture a guess at who the
work is by and roughly date the work using visual analysis to describe and
interpret the work to create a strong argument.
1 comparison essay (20 minutes, 40 points)
Students will compare and contrast two works.
The essay is expected to have an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.
The student must also include a clear thesis sentence.

Unknown
25%

READING RESPONSES (15% of grade)
Reading responses are intended to develop student writing skills and deepen
the comprehension of assigned readings.
No less than five “reading responses” must be submitted before the class
period for which those readings are due.
The response must be 1-3 pages long and does not necessarily have to
respond to all the readings assigned.
The student must engage directly with the theme of that day’s lecture and
propose 2-3 original discussion questions in the conclusion of the
response.
Students must submit a cumulative ten pages in response to the readings
by the end of the semester. This is intended to give students some
flexibility in choosing to which readings they prefer to respond and how
deeply they engage with the reading. Following these guidelines, for
example, some responses might be one page long while others are three.

TECHNOLOGY
Students are able to use laptops, tablets, and other devices to take notes or
access readings during lecture. Howeever, if the student is found to be using
technology for reasons other than accessing coursework, that privilege will
immediately be revoked.
Students wishing to use recording devices or any other form of assistive
technology are welcome to do so after the presentation of a Cornerstone
visa detailing these accommodations.
Aboslutely no technology will be tolerated during exams. If a student is
caught using their phone or any other technology during the midterm or
final exam, the student will be asked to leave the classroom and will receive
a failing grade on their exam.

DISCRIMINATION
AND HARASSMENT

ATTENDANCE

ACADEMIC
INTEGRITY

Washington University is
committed to having a positive
learning and working environment
for its students, faculty and staff.
This Policy prohibits discrimination
and harassment on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, religion,
sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, veteran
status, disability or genetic
information. Such conduct may also
violate federal, state or local law.

Excused absences require outside
verification (e.g. a note from a
doctor, coach, professor). If you
know that you cannot make it to
class, please contact me in advance to
make arrangements. Credit for
attendance will not necessarily be
granted to students who show up to
class more than fifteen minutes late.
More than two unexcused absences
will result in a 3% penalty per day at
the end of the semester.

In all academic work, the ideas and
contributions of others must be
appropriately acknowledged and
work that is presented as original
must be, in fact, original. Faculty,
students and administrative staff
all share the responsibility of
ensuring the honesty and fairness
of the intellectual environment at
Washington University in St.
Louis.

