
Welcome to 

Introduction to Western Art, Architecture, & Design

Section 1

1. Preferred name and pronouns

2. Year in school

3. What class is your “priority” or most difficult this semester?

4. Do you have a lecture or testing accommodations VISA?





Visual analysis is 
like an onion.



VISUAL ANALYSIS

Description/
Visible Elements

Argument/
Interpretive Statement



What NOT to DO

Objectivity versus Subjectivity 
Do not use the title to interpret 
the work…yet!



Giovanni Bellini, Madonna of the Meadow, about 1500–05
Oil on panel



Giovanni Bellini, Madonna of the Meadow, about 1500–05
Oil on panel



Artist: Giotto 

Title: Ognissanti Madonna

Medium: Tempura on Wood

Period/Date: 1310 (late 
medieval, early renaissance)

Location: Italy



Artist: Leonardo da Vinci

Title: Virgin of the Rocks

Medium: Oil on panel

Period/Date: 1495-1508

Location: Italy





Tips for Succeeding in Intro to Western



Artworks shown
in lecture

Artworks in the 
textbook

Artworks 
to study 

for exams





How to take lecture notes

• Stonehenge
– Neolithic period
– Remote location (meant for ritual 

purpose)
– Addresses the sky (intended to be seen 

from sky, rings visible from aerial view)
– Astrological instrument; important to 

agrarian societies
– Some stones came from over 300 miles 

away
– Stones in outer ring 5-10 tons
– Stones in inner ring are 20’, 50 tons
– Post and lintel construction

• Simplest kind of architecture, yet very 
limited due to limited tensile strength



Turning Notes into Exam Responses

Objective Identification Info 
(3 points)

• Title: Stonehenge

• Artist: unknown

• Period: Neolithic

• Medium: Stone (sandstone 
and bluestone)

• Location: England



Significance Statement

(2-3 sentences, 3 points)

Stonehenge is situated in a remote 
location and served as a ritual site for 
early agrarian societies. The henge
features a post and lintel design which is a 
simple but limited building system due to 
its lack of tensile strength. There is little 
direct evidence regarding building 
technique, but Stonehenge, constructed 
of stones as large as 50 tons that were 
quarried over 300 miles away, stands as 
an early architectural feat in the 
prehistorical context.



Key Elements

• No subjective language

• At least 2-3 phrases

• Use of terms (post and 
lintel)

• No platitudes (ex. 
Stonehenge is the best-
known prehistoric 
monument in Europe.)



Please turn in your monument hunt assignment

Next Section:
*Friday, September 20th*


